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Rick Lewis
“Deluge”

Charity Auction Preview: February 12 –23, 2008

Venue: Sin Sin Annex, 53, Sai Street, Central (香港中環西街53號)

Artist Talk: February 23, 2008, 3-5pm, Saturday
Venue: Sin Sin Annex, 53, Sai Street, Central (香港中環西街53號)

Exhibition Opening Reception: February 27, 2008, 6–9pm, Artist present
Venue: Sin Sin Fine Art, G/F, 1 Prince’s Terrace, Mid-Levels (香港半山區太子臺一號)

Exhibition Duration: February 27 – March 20, 2008 at:

Sin Sin Fine Art, G/F, No. 1 Prince’s Terrace, Mid-Levels, Hong Kong (香港半山區太子臺一號)

Sin Sin Annex, 53, Sai Street, Central (香港中環西街53號)

Sin Sin Fine Art is pleased to present “Deluge“, a solo exhibition of new works by American artist Rick Lewis. This particular body of mixed media on canvas relates to actual events, stories, legends, and mythologies centered around Great Floods both current and historic in the artist’s own culture and many others.
Texas born painter Rick Lewis grew up in the Gulf of Mexico Coastal region in Texas. He now lives and works in New York, New York.  His influences range from Joan Miro, Antoni Tapies, Paul Klee, Alberto Burri, Texan visionary painter Forrest Bess and Far Eastern calligraphy. He has exhibited in Texas, New York, Hong Kong, and Indonesia. His work belongs to numerous public and private collections throughout the world, and has appeared in international periodicals and publications.
“All cultures have their own legends and mythologies of Great Floods both real and imagined. Primitive man in Egypt regulated their entire lives entirely by the cycle of the Nile’s stages. The Chinese tell of the heroic Da Yu and how he, with the help of 20,000 workers and dogged perseverance over 13 years, saved China from the Great Flood. The Hopi believe that Spider Woman helped them enter the current Fourth World by cutting giant reeds and floating their people atop raging waters toward safety on a mystical island. The Hindu have their own story of Manu, who by befriending one tiny fish, was saved from certain death and survived with “a few seeds of life” to repopulate the earth. I have always loved these stories and felt that they resonate with this body of work.”
What myths and legends may arise from the floods that we as a people have endured personally, socially, and economically in our recent history? Terrible waters wreak havoc on the Earth, but new life begins again out of the detritus and destruction. There is beauty in that.” --- Rick Lewis
With the kind support from Rick Lewis, a charity silent auction will undergo at this exhibition with the auctioned amount to be donated to Chi Heng Foundation, which is by far the largest, one of the longest continuous running and most comprehensive non-governmental operation serving AIDS impacted children in China today.  Preview of the auctioned piece will begin on 12 February at Sin Sin Atelier, 52-53 Sai Street, Central.  Presentation will be held at the opening reception on the 27 February at Sin Sin Gallery, with the presence of the artist Rick Lewis and Founder of Chi Heng Foundation Mr Chung To.
For high resolution images, further information and interview, please contact:

Chun Poon at chun@sinsinfineart.com

Sin Sin Fine Art

G/F, No. 1 Prince’s Terrace, Mid-Levels, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2858 5072

Email: info@sinsinfineart.com 

Website: www.sinsin.com.hk

Open Tue-Sat 10:30am-7:30pm. Sun 2-7pm

Closed Mondays and Public Holidays

About Chi Heng Foundation
Founded in 1998, the Chi Heng Foundation (CHF) is a charity registered and based in Hong Kong with offices in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Anhui and Henan, and about 20 employees.

In the 1990’s poor farmers in Henan and other parts of central China came to blood drives in droves to earn extra money. Many bloodcollecting stations operated illegally and used unsanitary practices, including pooling and re-injecting blood, unclean blood spinning, and needle sharing. As a result, numerous adults in central China contracted HIV, leaving their children impoverished, parentless, and uneducated. According to UNICEF China, there are about 500,000 children who have been orphaned by the disease, are HIV-positive or are living in households with at least one HIV-positive parent. Official figures provided by the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention in 2005 showed that 76,000 children in China had lost at least one parent to AIDS-related illnesses and that the number was expected to rise to 260,000 by 2010. (Source: Savadove, South China Morning Post, 9 July 2007.) Since 2002, CHF moves from village to village throughout central China offering help to any child with at least one parent who is living with or has died of HIV/AIDS. In its first semester, CHF provided education for 127 children in one village in central China. Since then that number has reached several thousands in many provinces and continues to grow, making CHF by far the largest, one of the longest continuous running and most comprehensive non-governmental operation serving AIDSimpacted children in China today.

One of the unique aspects of CHF’s program is that it has direct access to the children by setting up local offices in the villages, thereby cutting the uncertainty of depending on a middle person. Money and resources to the children are directly given to the local schools to the children or their families to maximize the results. CHF primarily focuses on sponsoring the children’s education-related expenses, making sure all funds are delivered directly to their homes, schools, or programs by our staff. Currently several thousand children are under this program.CHF does not operate orphanages or foster homes. Instead, with our financial assistance, we empower the local communities to take care of the children, allowing them to continue to grow up in their native villages.To further decrease their sense of social stigma and isolation, CHF places the children in schools that purposefully integrate them with children not impacted by HIV/AIDS. These efforts aim to give AIDSaffected children a stronger sense of community and belonging.

CHF promises a long-term commitment to helping the children not only in completing their educations but also to receiving dependable and comprehensive support. Through CHF’s psychosocial support and community self help programs, we hope the children can grow up

unashamed of their parents’ HIV status, be educated and develop a sense of social responsibility to help others. CHF is a non-governmental organization whose programs are funded by private donors, businesses, and partner NGOs. CHF in the past few years has received financial support from Standard Chartered Bank, Goldman Sachs, NM Rothschild, etc. Its other donors and partners include UNESCO, The Global Fund, The Clinton Foundation, Cathay Pacific, Starbucks, Pizza Express, Farrington American Express, Banyan TreeResorts, etc.

CHF’s work has been widely recognized by people in the AIDS field, and its programs and events have been personally attended by President Bill Clinton, Dr. David Ho, Dr. Gao Yao Jie, Basketball star Yao Ming, etc. its innovative and effective program has been extensively covered by the Chinese and international media. Similar to other charities in Hong Kong, CHF has to follow strict legal, accounting and auditing compliances in Hong Kong. Donations to CHF are tax deductible in Hong Kong, and through our partners, donations made in China, US and Canada are also tax deductible in those three countries.
