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Thép Thavonsouk
“Saffron Robes in Light and Shadow: Looking at Spirituality”
Opening Reception Date: November 15, 2007, 6-9pm, artist present
Venue: Sin Sin Fine Art, G/F, 1 Prince’s Terrace, Mid-Levels (香港中環西街53號)
Exhibition Duration: November 15 – December 7, 2007 at:
Sin Sin Fine Art, G/F, No. 1 Prince’s Terrace, Mid-Levels, Hong Kong (香港半山區太子臺一號)
Sin Sin Annex, 53, Sai Street, Central (香港中環西街53號)
Sin Sin Fine Art is pleased to present Thép Thavonsouk’s inaugural solo exhibition in Hong Kong, which will showcase a new collection of oil and watercolor paintings by the renowned Laotian painter. 
“My paintings celebrate the grandeur of nature and the insignificance of man.”
Radiating an ethereal play of light and shadow, the unique works of the Laotian-born painter transcends beyond the rigid poles of realism and surrealism, yin and yang, east and west with ever hazy divisions. He draws upon a rich tapestry of cross-cultural experiences, distills them into nothing more than shadows of saffron-robed monks and dwarfs them by a vast expanse of nature and tranquil emotions. 
Thép Thavonsouk says he was born to paint. Born in Vientiane, Laos, and currently based in Calgary, Thép was taught the basics of painting and art in a French school in the formerly-occupied country. Upon winning a Fulbright scholarship to study diplomacy in New York, Thép deviated from his latent passion with aspirations to return to Laos to serve his country as diplomat. He returned briefly, but immigrated to Canada to teach art and English before the end of the Vietnam War.

In 1979 art beckoned again. Thép’s quests for knowledge and perfection brought him journeying back to Asia again. For eight summers he traveled to Taiwan, where he studied under Chinese masters, then to Japan, learning the art of kiri-e (paper cutting) and wood block painting and finally to Hawaii, where his artistic vision underwent a rebirth with styles aware yet free of the strict rules of his Asian masters. Now Thép’s works are represented by many galleries across the world and are collected by the Singapore Museum and the Glenbow Museum, Calgary, Canada, as part of their permanent collections. 
For high resolution images, further information, and interview, please contact:

Chun Poon
Sin Sin Fine Art
G/F, No. 1 Prince’s Terrace
Mid-Levels, Hong Kong
香港半山區太子臺一號
Sin Sin Annex
53, Sai Street, Central
香港中環西街53號
Tel: (852) 2858 5072

Email: chun@sinsinfineart.com
Website: www.sinsin.com.hk

Open Tue-Sat 10:30am-7:30pm. Sun 2-7pm
Closed Mondays and Public Holidays
